Remedies and their Uses.
Notes on Limitations in the Action of Digitalis.
One of the most curious limitations in the action of digitalis is that it will only produce its characteristic action, of increasing the general vaso-motor tone and of slowing and strengthening the beat of the heart, when the temperature is normal. Thus in an ordinary case of pneumonia or typhoid it is possible to give very large doses of digitalis without producing the least effect on the heart or arterioles.
The drug is useless when fever is present. A practical corollary from this is that other medicines must be used in these conditions. As a matter of fact, the only one which will strengthen the cardiac action and increase the vaso-motor tone is strych- 
